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The Fairfield Area School Board met on Monday evening, January 15, 2018 at 7:02 p.m. in the district boardroom for a Regular Board Meeting.  There was an Executive Session immediately preceding this meeting.  The following members were in attendance: Mrs. Briggs, Mr. Murray, Mrs. Bequette, Mr. Strahler, Mrs. Van Metre, Mrs. Myers, Mr. Laird, Mrs. Huster who arrived at 7:10 p.m., and Mrs. Mikesell, Presiding.  Also present were Ms. Karen Kugler, Superintendent; Ms. Caroline Dean, Business Manager and Board Recording Secretary; Mr. Howie Kessel, Maintenance Director; Mrs. Sarah Farmer, Assistant to the Superintendent for Instructional Support; Mr. Benjamin Pratt, Solicitor; and Mr. Nate Makar, Coordinator of Computer Services and Technology. Student Representative Marissa Redding was also in attendance.  

Minutes


On a motion made by Mrs. Bequette and seconded by Mrs. Briggs, the minutes of the December 4, 2017 Reorganization and Regular Board meetings were unanimously approved. 
Presentation

Mr. Kevin Stouffer, Smith, Elliott, Kearns, and Co., presented the results of the 2016-2017 Local Audit.  This presentation and the audit are available on the district’s website.  The district ended 2016-2017 with no audit findings, an increase in the fund balance, and a self-sustaining food service fund.  
Student Representative

Ms. Marissa Redding discussed Keystone testing and finals.  The Art Honor Society is volunteering at Animal Rescue.  The junior class is selling t-shirts to benefit the Heart Association and Student Council is holding a fundraiser to benefit child cancer research.  
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Public Comment

Mr. Sean Jones discussed incidents regarding his neighbor and his family.  He gave details on when this individual has been on campus and what has transpired at the bus stop.  He does not feel that the district or the local law enforcement have handled what he perceives as a dangerous situation in an effective manner.  


Dean Thomas welcomed the new board members, congratulated others, and talked about the Hamiltonban/Fairfield Borough joint Park and Recreation Commission.  The group is looking for young, energetic youth to help install approximately 300 feet of split rail fencing.  


Mr. and Mrs. Murdoch spoke about their concerns and extreme displeasure with the gifted program.  They have been discussing their issues for seven years and done their due diligence to know what rights they have and still see no improvement.  


Darwin Seiler spoke about the salary cut for coaches in the Collective Bargaining Agreement.  The coaches do not understand the reason for the cut or what the basis was for the numbers.  He said they feel a lack of respect and appreciation.  He was also concerned that the coaches were not made aware of the changes until they received their contracts in the mail.  The future implication of this change may be the inability to attract and retain quality coaches.  
Consent Agenda


Mrs. Mikesell requested that Item J be removed, Mrs. Briggs requested that item C be removed and Mrs. Huster requested that items K and L be removed.  Mr. Laird questioned details on Item B and was assured that the reason was due to the student’s schedule and not inadequate course offerings.  There was a question on Item C given that the time frame had passed.  Administration will ensure these items are placed on the agenda in a timelier manner.  Mrs. Huster questioned the need for Item L if J is approved and completed.  Again, it was decided this is a timing issue.  After questions were answered, the motion to approve the Consent Agenda with the exception of Items J and L was made by Mrs. Van Metre and seconded by Mr. Strahler.   A roll call vote was taken with Mr. Murray, Mrs. Bequette, Mrs. Huster, Mr. Strahler, Mr. Laird, Mrs. Myers, Mrs. Van Metre, Mrs. Mikesell, and Mrs. Briggs casting assenting votes.  
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Administrative

Actions
A.
Approved a Field Trip Request from Ms. Susan Donaldson and FCCLA (Family, Career & Community Leaders of America) to travel to Pocono Manor, PA, March 14-16, 2018 for the FCCLA State Leadership Conference. 


B.
Approved a request from Ms. Linden Carbaugh for an Independent Study Contract during the second semester of the 2017-2018 school year for a Chorus Course.  

C.
Approved a Field Trip request from Mr. Doug Conrad and selected HS/MS Band students to travel to Kennard-Dale High School, Fawn Grove, PA, January 12-13, 2018 to perform at the PMEA District Band Festival.

D.
Approved the 2018-2019 School District Calendar.


E.
Approved the 2019-2020 School District Calendar.
Budget
F.
Approved the general fund bill list in the amount of $498,414.29                from November 8, 2017 through January 2, 2018.


G.
Approved the food service fund bill list in the amount of $18,026.56                      from November 8, 2017 through January 2, 2018.

H.
Approved the journal entries, budget adjustments and bank reconciliations as presented.


I.
Approved the addition of the following individuals to the bus / van driver list for the 2017-2018 school year. 




Ms. Kelly Wolf

Ms. April Becker




Ms. Leeann Higdon

Mr. Peter Fremont

Personnel
K.
Ratified the Superintendent’s acceptance of a resignation from Mr. Jonathan C. Diehl, Spanish and Gifted Teacher, effective December 19, 2017. 


M.
Accepted the resignation for retirement of Mrs. Donna Rosenberry, 5th grade teacher, effective August 15, 2018.  Mrs. Rosenberry has served the District for 22 years. 
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N.
Granted permission for the administration to advertise and recommend for hire a full-time fifth grade teacher for the 2018-2019 school year. 


O.
Approved the employment of Ms. Kimberly Troxell as a full-time, 2nd shift custodian with salary and benefits per the Support Staff Policy.  Her first day of employment will be determined by the Superintendent. 



Background: This position covers the vacancy left from a transfer to first shift.


P.
Accepted a resignation from Mr. Glenn Hendrickson, full-time custodian, effective January 8, 2018. 


Q.
Granted permission for the administration to advertise and recommend for hire a full-time, 2nd shift custodian.


R.
Approved a supplemental contract for Ms. Jen Wivell as a Class of 2021 Advisor for the second semester of the 2017-2018 school year with salary per the Collective Bargaining Agreement. ($1,400 prorated)


S.
Approved supplemental contracts for the following individuals as coaches / advisors for the 2017-2018 school year with salary per the Collective Bargaining Agreement. 




Ms. Heidi Reineker 




Elementary Drama Director  


$1,970



Ms. Wendy Sponseller




Elementary Ass’t Drama Director


$1,720




Ms. Tanya Roberts




HS Varsity Cheerleading Winter Coach

$1,023




Mr. Steve Shultz




HS Varsity Ass’t Girls’ Basketball Coach

$2,295


T.
Approved the addition of Ms. Virginia Haines to the Support Staff Substitute List for the 2017-2018 school year. 
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Mrs. Mikesell stressed the need for a full-time gifted teacher to help with our high achieving students.  She does want to make the motion to accept J as presented, however, in the 18-19 year she wants to hire a full-time gifted teacher and expand the Spanish program.  Mr. Laird seconded her motion.  The Board requested information from Mrs. Farmer as well as a comprehensive presentation on the program.  Mrs. Huster would like us to begin looking for a new teacher immediately.  A roll call vote was taken with Mr. Murray, Mrs. Bequette, Mrs. Huster, Mr. Strahler, Mr. Laird, Mrs. Myers, Mrs. Van Metre, Mrs. Mikesell, and Mrs. Briggs casting assenting votes.  

J.
Approved the employment of Ms. Jocelyn C. West as a full-time Spanish / Gifted teacher effective February 1, 2018 with salary and benefits per the Collective Bargaining Agreement pending all certification and paperwork is complete.   

On a motion made by Mrs. Bequette and seconded by Mrs. Van Metre, Item L was approved.  A roll call vote was taken with Mr. Murray, Mrs. Bequette, Mrs. Huster, Mr. Strahler, Mr. Laird, Mrs. Myers, Mrs. Van Metre, Mrs. Mikesell, and Mrs. Briggs casting assenting votes.  


L.
Ratified the Superintendent’s authorization to advertise and recommend for hire a Spanish / Gifted Teacher.  

Other Action Items:

A. Elementary Breakfast Discussion – 
Mrs. Royer reviewed the details on providing a breakfast to our elementary students at a cost of $1.25 and would like permission from the Board to start as soon as possible.  On a motion made by Mr. Laird and seconded by Mrs. Huster, we will begin to provide breakfast at the elementary level.  A roll call vote was taken with Mr. Murray, Mrs. Bequette, Mrs. Huster, Mr. Strahler, Mr. Laird, Mrs. Myers, Mrs. Van Metre, Mrs. Mikesell, and Mrs. Briggs casting assenting votes.  

January 15, 2018

Page 4393
B. Advertise and hire a Full-Time Gifted Teacher for the 2018-2019 year.
While not on the original agenda, Mrs. Huster wanted to make a motion that we immediately advertise for a full-time gifted teacher.  Initially, Mr. Laird made a second but rescinded since he did not want to make changes for the 17-18 school year.  Mr. Murray then seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with only two positive votes from Mrs. Huster and Mr. Murray so the motion did not pass.  On a motion made by Mrs. Bequette and seconded by Mrs. Myers, it was unanimous to advertise and hire a full-time gifted teacher for 2018-2019.  
Other Discussion Items:

             
Mr. Kessel brought the Board up-to- date on the project as well as some cold- weather pipe issues.  



A. Rooftop Air Handler Installation - Target date January 12, 2018; Expected completion January 16, 2018; Traffic pattern change
B. There was discussion regarding sharing security with Carroll Valley.  Ms. Kugler will review and provide information in the future.  

C. Mrs. Myers wants to discuss the coaches’ concerns regarding salary and the Collective Bargaining Agreement.  

Adjournment 


On a motion made by Mrs. Van Metre and seconded by Mrs. Bequette the meeting unanimously adjourned at 8:15 p.m.   

Respectfully Submitted:

Mrs. Pam Mikesell



Mrs. Caroline Royer

Board President 



Board Recording Secretary

_________________________

_________________________________

